
CITY OF BLAINE 
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

MEETING DATE: December 12, 2016  
 

SUBJECT:  Street Vacation Petition – Clyde Street between Madison and Kinglsey 
 

 
DEPARTMENT: Public Works     PREPARED BY: _______________________ 
                                                                                                                                                         (Digital Signature) 

 

AGENDA LOCATION:  Consent Agenda           Council Action             Unfinished Business  
 
  

ATTACHMENTS:    
1. Public Works Staff Report - Petition for Vacation of Right-of-Way, Clyde Street 

2. Vacation Petition - Clyde Street between Madison and Kinglsey Avenues 
                 ____ 

BACKGROUND/SUMMARY:  
 
Sall LLC has petitioned the City to vacate the southern 20 feet of the Clyde Street Right of Way 
adjacent to to parcel 400106 205172 (approximately 6230 square feet). Public works has 
reviewed the petition determined that the petition fees have been paid, signatures are 
sufficient in representing more than two-thirds of the a property abutting the right of way, and 
that the location and legal description of the street proposed for vacation is accurate.  We 
therefore submit our Preliminary Findings within the attached staff report. While the Council 
can still recommend a public hearing to further evaluate the merits of the petition, Public 
Works is recommending denial of the petition for the reasons outlined in the staff report.   
 
  

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS:  No financial impact. 
 
 
   

RECOMMENDATION:   
 

Staff brings forward two alternative recommendations for Council consideration: 

(1) Deny the application based on the recommendation in the staff report, or 

(2) Direct staff to bring back to council a resolution scheduling a public hearing to

 further evaluate the application.  
   

REVIEWED BY:  
 

City Manager ________________    Finance Director _______________    City Clerk _______________                                    
                            (Digital Signature)                                                        (Digital Signature)      (Digital Signature) 

   

COUNCIL ACTION:  

Approved      Denied        Tabled/Deferred           Assigned to: __________________________ 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: _____________________________________________________ 
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  C I T Y  O F  B L A I N E  
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT  

1200 YEW AVENUE    BLAINE, WA    98230 

PHONE:  360.332.8820    FAX:  360.332.7124    WEBSITE:  www.cityofblaine.com 

 
December 7, 2016  

 STAFF REPORT  

 

Petition for vacation of a Right-of-Way, Clyde Street between Madison and Kinglsey 

 

Preliminary Findings 
 

Sall LLC has petitioned the City to vacate the southern 20 feet of the Clyde Street Right-of-Way in 

front of parcel 400106 205172 (approximately 6230 square feet).  There was no purpose provided 

for the request.   

 

The criteria within BMC 12.16.010 is listed below and was used to determine preliminary 

findings and make a recommendation to Council. 
 

1. Whether the street, alley or parts thereof abut any body of salt or fresh water, and if so, 

whether the vacation is being requested for port purposes, boat moorage or launching 

sites, viewpoint, recreational or educational purposes or other public use;  

 This ROW does not abut any known waterbody. 

 Does not apply 
 

2. Whether the right-of-way is needed or contemplated for future public use; 

 This Right-of-Way is already being used for overhead power and water 

distribution and would be required for future utility replacements and street 

improvements. There is also potential for a stormwater detention and 

retention facilities, as well as public parking. 

 

 If the Right-of-Way was vacated, the remaining portion of Right-of-Way 

would be 60 feet wide. A 60 foot wide Right-of-Way is typical for local streets; 

however, it appears the existing street centerline is already located on the 

south side of the right of way. The existing street is approximately 20-feet 

wide with no curbs or sidewalks. Vacating the south 20-feet of this ROW 

would create a challenge for future street improvements.  

 

3. Whether the request for vacation was initiated to correct a condition created by the 

applicant in violation of city ordinance; and 

 There are no current encroachments or encumbrances known that create a 

cloud of title that can only be corrected by a vacation. 

 There is no indication that a condition was created that was a violation of city 

ordinance. 

 Does not apply  
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4. Whether the vacation will maintain or create straight and continuous right-of-way lines 

on at least one side for the full block. 

 The right-of-way is currently a straight and contiguous line with a standard 

80 width, and there are no other portions of this street vacated in the vicinity.  

 The petition includes the south side of the entire block between Madison and 

Kingsley Avenues. However, the street is part of a street grid that continues 

in both directions. 

 

Recommendation 

 

After review of the request, it is the recommendation of the Public Works Department that this 

request be denied as the right of way is needed for existing and future utilities. In addition, the 

existing road will need to be improved if the property develops and the right of way will be 

needed for those improvements. The italicized section of the code below could be used as further 

basis for the Council decision. 

 

 

Criteria for Council Decision 

The criteria within 12.16.060 is listed below for Council information: 

B. The city shall not vacate any previously dedicated right-of-way unless, upon all the facts 

presented in public hearing, it concludes that: 

1. The vacation will provide a public benefit or be for a public purpose; and 

2. The right-of-way to be vacated is not contemplated or needed for future public use; and does 

not conflict with the general purpose and objectives of the city’s comprehensive plan for land 

use, transportation, utilities, drainage, parks, trails and open space; and 

3. Vacation of the right-of-way will not adversely affect the street pattern or circulation of the 

immediate area or the community as a whole; and 

4. There is at least one alternate mode of ingress and egress meeting city standards for 

emergency services available to all abutting owners, even if less convenient than the existing 

right-of-way; and 

5. Provision has been made for utility easements where needed for the right to construct, repair 

and maintain public utilities and services; and 

6. The vacation will maintain or create straight and continuous right-of-way lines on at least one 

side for the full block.  
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