n Water Community Challer

(Blaine, a Salish Sea watershed community) ‘

Join Blaine Public Works as you challenge yourself,
family, and neighbors to keep our water clean and
safe for recreation; fishing, and shellfish harvest.

Bring this checklist with marks next to actions you
and your family complete to the Blaine Water Fest
on June 7th for a chance to win a raffle and
receive a token of appreciation for your
participation!

Instructions: Check the boxes below for actions you
and your family can do. After a month, review your
actions and discuss with-your family. With practice,
these actions will become second nature!

O Scoop the poop! Clean up after pets on the
street and in the yard and putit in the trash.

O Encourage your cat to use a litter box instead of
the outdoors.

O Keep livestock away from creeks and other
water bodies.

0 Don’t feed wild animals and do secure all pet
food, garbage, and compost.

O Pick up and properly dispose of yard clippings,
yard waste, and noxious weeds.

O Ride a bike, walk, or use alternative
transportation instead of driving to reduce
pollutants from entering water bodies.

O Use earth-friendly household cleaning supplies
and personal care products.

O Reduce fertilizer, pesticide, and herbicide use.

O Wash your car at a commercial car wash that
properly treats rinse water. “Only rain down
the storm drain” is a good phrase to keep in
mind!

O Planta rain garden to help filter
out pollutants and reduce
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: 360-332-8820 or visit the web:
ityofblaine.

A Eeeping our water clean in 2015.'\

Mark your calendar! Check out the upcoming
community events in spring 2015:
http://www.cityofblaine.com/804/Cain-Creek

Neighborhood Meeting/Presentation
When: Wednesday, March 4™: 6-7 PM
Where: Blaine Public Library Meeting Room
Neighborhood informational meeting to find
out more on the why’s and how’s of keeping
our water clean in 2015.

Clean Water Forum

When: Tuesday, May 26™: 9:20-10:30 AM
Where: Blaine High School Performing Arts
Center

Learn how students in our community are
striving to keep water clean.

Blaine Water Fest 2015!
When: Sunday, June 7: 11 AM - 3 PM
Where: Blaine Harbor at Gate 2
Remember to bring your challenge, ride on the
Plover, and learn about efforts in our
)

community to keep our water clean!
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Why do we want clean water?
For starters, to protect you and
your health! In addition, polluted
water can impact the things we like to
harvest and eat, such as shellfish and salmon!

ater clean in
2015!
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Harbor/Semiahmoo Bay Water
Quality Enhancement Project?

Water quality interns collecting field samples on Cain Creek to
monitor its bacteria levels.

This project has an important focus-
improving water quality to better the health
of your bay. You can help be a part of the
solution! Your actions are important and can
help keep our community healthy.

N

Legend

A Tiert Sampling Points

A& Tier 2 Sampling Points
ciye

crease your water quality

hat are fecal coliform bacteria?
Fecal coliform bacteria are found in the
intestinal tracks of warm-blooded animals,
including humans. While most strains are
harmless, some indicate harmful
microorganisms are present; a sign that
human and/or animal waste (feces) may be
polluting the water. The higher the bacteria
level, the greater the public health risk to
people exposed.

What might be sources of bacteria?
Fecal bacteria can come from a number of
sources. In urban areas, pet waste is a
common culprit along with feces from
rodents. Birds, wildlife, and livestock can
contribute along with failing septic and sewer
systems. In Blaine, studies have identified
human DNA in Cain Creek.

Blaine Public Works is

funded to improve water

quality in drainages within

the city by addressing

Protecting Public Health

mproving water quality is important for
ecreational use, shellfish harvest, and

almon in Cain Creek and the receiving waters
f Semiahmoo Bay and Drayton Harbor. A
eduction of up to 95% in fecal coliform is
eeded for Cain Creek to meet water quality
tandards.

o guard against public health risks, the state
epartment of Ecology has established water
uality standards for bacteria in fresh and
arine waters. In Cain Creek, two standards
ust be met: water samples must have less
han an average of 50 fecal coliform colonies
er 100 milliliters of water (50 FC/ 100mL),
nd less than 10% of the samples can have
ore than 100 FC per 100mL.

Cain Creek

Two-Year Fecal Coliform Geometric Mean (FC/100mL)

The green line
represents the
Washington State
standard for fecal
coliform. The
geometric mean
can not exceed 50
organisms per
1oomL.
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